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Ms. WATERS changed her vote from 
‘‘no’’ to ‘‘aye.’’ 

So the motion to instruct was agreed 
to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. BRALEY of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, on roll-
call vote No. 1060, had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

On rollcall vote No. 1061, had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

On rollcall vote No. 1062, had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

On rollcall vote No. 1063, had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

On rollcall vote No. 1064, had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

On rollcall vote No. 1065, had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

On rollcall vote No. 1066, had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

On rollcall vote No. 1067, had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
CARDOZA). Without objection, the Chair 
appoints the following conferees: 

Messrs. OLVER, PASTOR, RODRIGUEZ, 
Ms. KAPTUR, Mr. PRICE of North Caro-
lina, Mr. CRAMER, Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD, 
Messrs. BERRY, OBEY, KNOLLENBERG, 
WOLF, ADERHOLT, WALSH of New York, 
GOODE, and LEWIS of California. 

There was no objection. 
f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H.R. 3355 and to insert extra-
neous material thereon. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
f 

HOMEOWNERS’ DEFENSE ACT OF 
2007 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 802 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 3355. 

b 1510 

IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
Accordingly, the House resolved 

itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 3355) to 
ensure the availability and afford-
ability of homeowners’ insurance cov-
erage for catastrophic events, with Mr. 
ROSS in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the 

rule, the bill is considered read the 
first time. 

The gentleman from Florida (Mr. 
KLEIN) and the gentlewoman from West 
Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO) each will con-
trol 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Florida. 

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Mr. Chairman, 
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Chairman, I rise today to discuss 
H.R. 3355, the Homeowners’ Defense 
Act. This bill responds to the growing 
crisis in the availability and afford-
ability of homeowners insurance and 
further works to protect the financial 
solvency of States. This bipartisan leg-
islation represents many months of de-
liberation and thoughtful input from 
members of both parties and across 
each region of the United States. We 
recognize that disasters will continue 
to occur across the country and are 
moving proactively to ensure that a 
plan is in place before the next one 
strikes. 

Every region of the United States is 
susceptible to some form of natural 
disaster, be it earthquakes, hurricanes, 
blizzards, tornadoes, or wildfires, and 
we are here to provide relief. 

It is important to understand that in-
surance availability and affordability 
problems have become a national issue. 
Hundreds of thousands of homeowners 
across the country have already had 
their insurance coverage dropped or are 
currently slated for nonrenewal by 
their insurance company. Those who 
remain insured are confronted with 
crippling premiums, which in some 
cases is forcing homeowners to make 
tough decisions about whether to go 
with or without property insurance, if 
they have that choice. 

Insurance problems are not isolated 
to Florida, Mississippi, or Louisiana. 
Last year property insurers indicated 
that they plan to stop offering new 
coverage in Maryland and Virginia’s 
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